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on his departure. 4th, if the wife failed in her duty
and the husband drove her away, what she could
take away with her —and the same if, of her own
free will, the fancy seized her to return to her rela-
tives. All these questions show that they had
thought over the matter. We did what we could to
satisfy them thereupon,—assuring him besides that
when he should confer with the Father Superior,
who would explain it clearly, they would all have
good reason to be fully satisfied with our proceed-
ings in the matter. This is the situation in regard
to these marriages. Some of our Frenchmen had
thought seriously of going farther, and of carrying
out this plan, and the thing seems indeed to be ad-
vantageous to Christianity; but some obstacles were
thrown in the way. The matter certainly deserves
mature deliberation; many things are to be consid-
ered before [194] engaging themselves in marriage,
—above all, among barbarous peoples like these.

As regards the reunion of this whole nation of the
Bear, it is a matter still undecided. The Father Su-
perior has made several journeys with this in view,
in the hope they had given us of a general council;
he had even given them his word that, if it were only
a question of a present, we were resolved to spare
nothing to this end. And very recently, being at
Ossossan?, where some of the old men regarded the
matter as already accomplished, he had sent word to
us to send him twelve hundred porcelain beads to
present to the two parties which were to assemble at
Andiataé. In fact, the majority of the Captains of
the villages in that quarter started to go thither; but
the one who was the author and chief of this division
having refused to be present, the matter has remained



